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Discovering a language can be as simple as using it for communication both in the classroom and in any other opportunity that presents itself.  On this page, I want to highlight an opportunity to use language in a very meaningful and purposeful way.  And, a way to contribute to the rescue of missing children.

This opportunity is something I have titled, “Adopt” a Missing Child, and it could be the impetus for rescuing one or more of the thousands of children who are reported missing each year in the United States.  Most of these young people have been or currently are enrolled in a public or private school in a town away from where they were last seen in their home towns.  That means that they HAVE BEEN SEEN somewhere else.  That is, unless they died as a result of their abduction, in an accident, from an illness for which they needed medication or medical attention which was denied them, etc.  Those who are still with us, in a school somewhere, are, probably, being seen on a daily basis.

     That brings us back to the idea of “adopting” some of these missing people and developing information about their disappearance and lives, then reporting this, in the second language, to others in your class.  Beyond that, you can begin to build a database of these young people, most of them victims, that includes their pictures and begin to publicize this to the student body in your school, and in the community where you live.
     The best way for any of these missing persons to be rescued is to make sure that their faces and their situations are publicized as widely as possible.  Could you do less to help one of them be returned to their homes and families?

 ACTIVITY DESCRIPTIONS
1. ADOPT A MISSING CHILD

This activity will give you the opportunity to bring more attention to missing children by taking on the responsibility of finding out as much information about a child as possible and reporting on your findings in the target language. You will share the child’s photo and data with your classmates.  Many children each year are taken from their families; often by a family member, and in effect, “disappear. These children and their plight receive some publicity through the agency, National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (visit their website – www.ncmec.org), as well as other agencies (see Missing Child Links).   There you will find pictures and essential information about them including the date of their disappearance or last contact and some information about their disappearance:  Identifying marks, clothes being worn, nicknames, someone else involved, such as non-custodial parent, city or state where they may have gone, etc.

However, there are so many, that no one face appears often enough to be recognized.  If you moved to Florida, you may have seen one of these missing children in another school.  On the NCMEC website, you will see a list of the states that have reported missing children to the National Center.  Each state has pages of pictures for those who are reported missing from that state, or are assumed to have come to that state for somewhere else.  As noted, most of the missing children are, probably, students in school somewhere. Perhaps one of these children has been sitting next to you in a classroom or lunchroom and you never had an opportunity to see their face on a missing child bulletin of any kind.  Then, imagine that you could help return her or him to the family that has been devastated by the lost of this child.

“ADOPT” A MISSING CHILD:  MAKING CONNECTIONS TO CONTENT
STUDENTS TO THE RESCUE!

The potential of this project can be expanded to make it more interdisciplinary in nature.  After all, why should foreign language students, the original group it was aimed at, get all the credit?  Why not have the project include connections to English (publicity of the information provided by the foreign language, and other, students; Art (posters suggested by the students who have “adopted” a missing child and have some interesting perspectives that lend themselves to visual presentations); the Art department may have technological equipment that could be called into play; History (the child’s family history, cultural background, information about the town/region where he/she lived, etc.); Geography (site where the child went missing, distance from site to home, to Long Island); Music (favorite type of music – learned from parents); Science (possible negative effects of the lack of appropriate medications or medical care); Sociology (social, mental make-up of types of perpetrators); Psychology (how victims become dependent on their captors and other attitudes of victims); Math (% of missing and found, average ages, number of years missing, types of disappearance); etc.

These connections are implicit in a graph I created that lays out the curriculum areas.  I call it, “THE LOST ‘R US.”  This is a variation on a chart created to draw attention to the impact on the environment from tire dust that is produced as tires wear down.  The title of that chart is “TIRES ‘R US.”  It uses the same interdisciplinary concept mentioned above regarding the missing child idea.  On the “LOST” graphic, the faces you see are actual children that were listed on THE LOST website, at least, three years ago when I started trying to make a sample of a PowerPoint presentation that would portray faces at a rather rapid speed.  

Sadly, it turns out that one of these children was murdered soon after she was abducted.  Her remains were not found until about six months later and it took until 2005 before there was a positive identification.  Her name was Maria, 16 years old, from Houston, TX.  She was abducted while waiting for a bus to go to school.  Some people reported hearing screams but did not see the kidnapping itself.  Maria’s picture was removed from the list of missing and exploited children soon afterwards positive identification was determined.

 “ADOPT” A MISSING CHILD:  MAKING CONNECTIONS TO CONTENT

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY/PROCEDURES
1.
Selecting a missing child as your “adoptee.”

a.
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children has been mentioned various times in materials related to this project.  The Center’s website - NCMEC.org – contains pictures of missing children from all over the country.  There are a few dozen illustrated on the home page, some more recent that others.  For each picture shown on the home page, there is a poster that has the basic information about the missing person:  Age, gender, date last seen, etc.  It is this information that world language students can use to describe a missing person, in the new language, to the other students in class.  There are links to the “missing” files in every other state, so some students may want to examine one of those sites.

b.
When you see the face of a missing child that, sort of, “speaks” to you, that may be the person you select to learn more about, your “adoptee.”

2.
Recovering the picture and information

Down the poster to your computer or other electronic apparatus and copy the information from the poster onto a page in your word processor.

3.
Preparing the presentation of your “adoptee” to the class & others

a.
Transcribe as much information as you can in the second language you are studying.  (Don’t just find new words to fit the words in English on the poster!)

b.
Inform your teacher that (1) you have identified a missing person that you have chosen as your “adoptee” for this project, and  (2) ask your teacher for time to present this person to your class.

(Remember, the important thing in all of this is to get the faces of missing children publicized to a wide audience, such as the students in your school.  Then, you are encouraged to make these people known to an even larger audience, the community surrounding the school and your city or town.)

4.
Sharing the information about your “adoptee” in other classes.

a.
As you can see on the graphic, THE LOST 'R US, the information about missing children can be used in various other subjects in your school.

After all, why should the foreign language students get all the credit?  Why not have the project include connections to English (publicity of the information relayed over by the foreign language students; Art (posters suggested by the students who have “adopted” a missing child and have some interesting perspectives that lend themselves to visual present-ations.  The Art department may have technological equipment that could be called into play); History (the “adoptee’s” family history, cultural background, information about the town/region where he/she lived, etc.); Geography (site where the child went missing, distance from site to home, to another possible location – as indicated on the poster, …); Music (his/her favorite type of music – learned from parents, or music consistent with the age and gender); Science (medical condition, possible negative effects of the lack of appropriate medications or medical care); Sociology (social, mental make-up of types of perpetrators; broken homes and runaways, etc.); Psychology (how victims become dependent on their captors, and 
other attitudes of victims; impact on families); etc.
b.
View the sample video placed on my website – Video: MISSING
pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~gurney

 HYPERLINK "/MISSING%20CHILD" 
/MISSING CHILD.  You may recognize a picture of someone you have seen in a class or in school, maybe in a school in another town where you lived.  The technology to produce a video with the faces of the missing children selected for “adopting” is called, Adobe Premier Pro.

5.
Reporting the sighting of a missing child

GET AS MUCH INFORMATION AS YOU CAN, AND CALL YOUR LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.

CONNECTING TO OTHER SUBJECTS
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